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Purple Leafed Plants for the Garden and Landscape
— by Joe Dixon
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Trees

Acer platanoides ‘Crimson King’
Acer platanoides ‘Crimson Sentry’
Acer platanoides ‘Deborah’
Acer platanoides ‘Royal Red’
Betula Royal Frost®
Catalpa x erubescens ‘Purpurea’
Cercidiphyllum japonicum Red Fox
Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’
Corylus avellana ‘Fusco-rubra’
Cotinus coggygria x ‘Grace’
Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’
Cotinus coggygria ‘Velvet Cloak’
Malus ‘Prairifire’
Malus ‘Purple Prince’
Malus ‘Royal Beauty’
Malus Royal Gem™
Malus Royal Raindrops®

Malus ‘Royalty’
Malus Showtime™
Malus ‘Thunderchild’
Malus Velvet Pillar™
Parrotia Ruby Vase®
Physocarpus opul. Center Glow®
Physocarpus opul. Diabolo®
Physocarpus opul. Summer Wine®
Prunus ‘Royal Burgundy’
Prunus Crimson Pointe®
Prunus ‘Krauter Vesuvius’
Prunus Mt. St. Helens®
Prunus ‘Newport’
Prunus ‘Thundercloud’
Prunus padus Merlot™
Prunus virginiana ‘Red Select’
Prunus x cistena

Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea   
Berberis thunbergii ‘Crimson Pygmy’
Berberis thunbergii ‘Helmond Pillar’
Berberis thunbergii ‘Rose Glow’
Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’
Cotinus coggygria ‘Purple Surpreme’
Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’
Parrotia Ruby Vase®
Physocarpus opul. Center Glow®

Physocarpus opul. Diabolo®
Physocarpus opul. Summer  Wine®
Prunus Crimson Pointe®
Prunus virginiana ‘Red Select’
Prunus x cistena
Rosa rubrifolia
Sambucus nigra Black Beauty™
Weigela florida Wine and Roses®

Shrubs

Summertime Shades of Red and Purple

								             
Bloom Times

It’s essential to choose varieties with similar or overlapping bloom periods. Fruit trees 
are usually designated as early, middle or late. For example, two different cultivars 
within any bloom period would be ideal. In addition, any cultivars within early and 
middle or middle and late periods would be okay.

Pollinators and Pollinizers

Sometimes these two words are used interchangeably but they have different mean-
ings. A pollinator is any agent that participates in pollen transfer such as insects, birds, 
man, etc. The honey bee is an excellent pollinator of apple trees. A pollinizer is the 
source of the pollen or where the pollinator gathers the pollen. Granny Smith fruiting 
apple is an excellent pollinizer for Yellow or Golden Delicious fruiting apple.

Self-fertility, Self-sterility and Cross-pollination

An understanding of these terms is necessary when choosing what to plant or of-
fer your customers. A self-fertile fruit tree, such as Montmorency fruiting cherry, will 
always bear fruit by itself and will bear more fruit when cross-pollinated. A self-sterile 
tree will set little fruit on its own and needs to be cross-pollinated for abundant fruit 
set. Cross-pollination occurs when a different, compatible cultivar is used as a polli-
nizer but also occurs with at least two self-fertile trees. 
											         
Other Considerations

•	 Choose varieties that will offer a staggered ripening sequence
•	 Choose varieties with rootstocks that bring the tree into fruiting at an earlier age 

(precocity)
•	 Choose varieties with bloom times that avoid cool weather and frosts
•	 Space trees with allowances for room to grow and easy access for pollinators

FRUIT TREE POLLINATION BASICS
— by Travis Orback

Arbor Day
The first Arbor Day took place on April 10, 1872 in Nebraska, 
thought up by a journalist/politician named Julius Sterling Mor-
ton.  Morton felt Nebraska’s landscape 
and economy would benefit from a wide 
scale planting of trees.
More than one million trees were plant-
ed on that day.  The state of Nebraska 
made it a legal holiday in 1885 on April 
22nd – Morton’s birthday.
The idea spread and now all 50 states 
celebrate Arbor Day on assorted dates 
keeping with their local climate.
In 1970 President Richard Nixon pro-
claimed the last Friday in April as Na-
tional Arbor Day.
Variations of Arbor Day are now celebrated in many other coun-
tries.
These special days are dedicated to tree planting and increased 
awareness of the importance of trees.


